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I S S U E :  

The Global Village Living-

Learning Center is a 

residence hall located in 

Indiana Universityõs 

northwest neighborhood.  

The GV is home to 170 

globally minded 

undergraduate students 

who share a common 

interest in learning 

languages, cultures, and 

studying or traveling 

abroad.  Each semester the 

Global Village is host to 

numerous internationally 

themed events including 

language hikes, cultural 

celebrations, ethnic dinners, 

lectures, and workshops.  

This year there are over 20 

languages being studied at 

the Global Village.  To learn 

more about the Global 

Village Living-Learning 

Center, check out our 

website at 

college.indiana.edu/ 

global/home. 

T H E  G L O B A L  V I L L A G E 

L I V I N G- L E A R N I N G  

C E N T E R  A T 

I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y  

B L O O M I N G T O N 

Each year the Global Village takes a trip to see the multi-ethnic sides of Chicago.  The following excerpt is taken from Kaylee 

Dolenõs blog post reflecting on the Chicago trip and her experience at Indiana University. 

 

 While staying in the city, we visited a plethora of ethnic neighborhoods, including Vietnamese, Pakistani, Jewish, 

Swedish, Mexican, Chinese, and more!  We sampled foods, took tours, shopped for knick-knacks and dusty books, 

interacted with some in-the-know folks around town, and even had free time to explore downtown.  Did I mention 

that we had a salsa dance lesson?  And a film screening?  Oh, and that we went to Second City for a comedy show on 

Saturday night?  Yep.  That happened.  We also chilled with the dinosaurs at the Field Museum and chatted about the 

LGBT community with a state rep.  And all of this and more was packed into 2.5 days flat.  

GV Annual Chicago Trip  

Spring Break Service in Louisiana 
by Jennifer Smith  

 

In the spirit of service, three of the four Global 

Engagement Corps members at the Global Village 

(Nathan Grantz, Sidney 

Fletcher, and Jennifer 

Smith) organized an 

alternative spring break 

trip to engage past and 

present Global Village 

students in a week-long 

service project. 

The alternative 

spring break partnered 

with Habitat for 

Humanity of Slidell, 

Louisiana, painting and 

sealing porches of 

houses that were 

damaged during 

Hurricane Katrina.  

Through generous 

funding from the Global 

Village Central Council, RPS Academic Initiatives and 

Services, and the Indiana Campus Compact mini-grant, 

the group of ten studentsñthree GV alumni and seven 
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current residentsñsacrificed other plans for spring break 

to work for the betterment of the Slidell community.   

While in Louisiana, the alternative spring break group 

met with different organizations such as the Economic   

Development 

Foundation and the 

Slidell City Council to 

fully understand issues 

facing community 

development in the 

aftermath of Hurricane 

Katrina.  The GV group 

also connected well with 

the Habitat supervisors 

and hopes to continue 

the relationship between 

IU and Slidell Habitat for 

Humanity through future 

trips to the area. 

òMeeting with all these 

community organizations 

added a different 

dimension and insight into the trip because it meant we 

knew more about what effect we were having.  It made the 

trip more meaningful,ó said sophomore trip coordinator 

Sidney Fletcher. 

Global Villagers partnering with Habitat for Humanity in Slidell, 

Louisiana, for an alternative spring break trip. 
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 ROTC Cadets Living in the GV 
   by Jacque Poirier 

 

 Hi, my name is Jacques Poirier and I am 

a freshman in the Global Village this year and 

a cadet in the Army ROTC Program.  I was 

attracted to the Global Village because of 

the diversity of studentsõ interests.  Global 

Villagersõ majors range from Finance to 

International Studies, like myself.  

 As an ROTC cadet and Little 500 

Rider, I can tell you that campus can be a 

crazy environment, making it difficult to 

study and maintain a good work ethic.  

However, the Global Village, with its quiet 

surroundings and friendly atmosphere, make 

it the ideal place for an ROTC-cadet. 

 ROTC requires a tough mentality and 

work hours that can be strenuous for 

anyone participating in the program.  If 

youõre an incoming freshman that is enrolled 

in the Army ROTC (Reserve Officer 

Training Corps) Program, I would suggest 

finding another ROTC cadet to buddy up 

with in the building and room or work 

together to get things done.  My roommate 

Matt Petrowski and I are both in the ROTC 

program.  We are constantly helping each 

other out with both ROTC and regular 

school-related work.  Living together in the 

GV  provided us with a supportive 

community to make the transition to Indiana 

University.  I strongly recommend to ROTC 

cadets and others in club teams and 

intramural sports to consider living in a 

living-learning center, as there are many 

benefits.  Being in ROTC is somewhat 

difficult, but it was made easier for me 

because of the alumni, staff, and returning 

students in the Global Village that I could go 

to for support and guidance during my 

freshman year.  
Jacques Poirier, ROTC cadet 

GV Alumni Spotlight 
 by Hilary Gaiser 

 

 Since graduating from 

the halls of the Global 

Village Living-Learning 

Center,  I have moved 

from quiet Bloomington, 

IN, to bustling Boston, MA, 

where I am pursuing a 

degree in Optometry at 

the New England College 

of Optometry.  Recently, I  

returned from a medical 

trip to Belize where I was 

able to help see in a single 

week around 500 patients with a wide range of ocular conditions 

and concerns.  This experience not only helped to make me a 

better clinician but I am also now able to conduct an eye exam in 

Spanishña skill that is crucial in working with the diverse immigrant 

populations in the heath centers of Boston.  Looking back on my 

time at the Global Village, I see that I developed a foundation of 

skills which I am continuing to build on now as an optometry 

student.  These skills include leadership, responsibility, and, above 

all, a continuing commitment to global affairs.  The Global Village 

did more than help build my skills but also introduced me to lifelong 

friends that I continue to be in touch with despite our far-flung 

locations.  Fast-forwarding to the future, I am spending my summer 

working on research related to childrenõs vision and looking 

forward to starting my second year of optometry school.  After I 

graduate, I hope to work as an optometrist in a community health 

center or work in pediatrics, helping families from all backgrounds 

achieve good ocular health.  As Joel Barker said, òVision without 

action is a dream.  Action without vision is simply passing the time. 

Action with vision is making a positive difference.ó  

by Madelyn Kissel  

  

 I graduated in May 2011 after 

four amazing years at Indiana 

University, and now I am a 

member of an AmeriCorps team 

working in Seattle for the YMCA 

of Greater Seattle.  I love it!   

 I am currently a program 

instructor in the Leadership 

Development team at the Matt 

Griffin YMCA, working with teens 

in after-school programming.  My 

favorite club I get to run is Youth 

and Government.  I work with a 

group of eleven students every 

week talking about current issues and our government.   

 In the beginning, my students had only a very basic idea of how 

our government functions.  Now, they have a much better idea and 

they have all written a bill of their own and are working on their 

debate skills.  This is all in preparation for May when they will travel 

to the state capital, Olympia, for four days to meet up with 400 

other students at the state capital building to create a youth 

legislature.  They will be tasked with passing their bill through 

committee and both the Senate and House to be signed by the 

Youth Governor.    

 Seattle is an amazing but pricey city.  There is always 

something to do and there are amazing views of the mountains.  My 

term of service is up in July and I am currently applying for many 

different jobs.  I will say that I miss the GV and IU dearly, and look 

forward to visiting soon! 

 

 

GV alumna Madelyn Kissel 

N O M A D  

GV alumna Hilary Gaiser in Belize 


